Three Precious Promises of God

Gen 17:16-19 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before you!" 19 God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. ESV

2 Chron 7:13-15 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. ESV

Joel 2:25 I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

The promises of God.  If ever there was a phrase that we fail to grasp the magnitude and significance of what we are saying when we utter it, there it is.  The Apostle Peter wrote about God working in our lives and said:

2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. NIV

God “has given us his very great and precious promises!”  Great and precious!  I could preach an entire message on that phrase because we truly do not have a revelation of just how great and precious the promises of God are.  I found recently a quote from the late, great preacher, Dwight L. Moody, and he said once:

“Take the promises of God.  Let a man feed for a month on the promises of God, and he will not talk about how poor he is.  You hear people say, ‘Oh, my leanness!  How lean I am!’  It is not their leanness, it is their laziness.  If you would only read from Genesis to Revelation and see all the promises made by God to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, to the Jews and to the Gentiles, and to all His people everywhere – if you would spend a month feeding on the precious promises of God – you wouldn’t be going about complaining how poor you are.  You would lift up your head and proclaim the riches of His Grace, because you couldn’t help doing it!”  
-- Dwight L. Moody

Amen and Amen!  God’s promises are precious because they are a tremendous cut above the promises of men.  When men promise things to you, we have learned to expect little and receive even less.  But when God promises you something, you ought to expect much and you will receive even more!  Our God cannot fail and He cannot lie.  He cannot promise something that He cannot deliver and do and perform.  Therefore when He gives a promise they are “precious” indeed!  They are valuable and to be treasured!  Because they are a far cry from the promises that we get anywhere else!

And the promises of God are great even in number.  How many promises of God are there in the Bible?  I found many sources that put the number at about 30,000.  That is remarkable when you consider that there is only 31,173 verses in the Bible.  If you count prophecies and fulfillment of prophecies as promises of God, then there is almost a promise per verse average throughout scripture!  That’s great indeed!  

One scholar, an Everet R. Storms, once read the Bible through noting the times that a promise was directly given not including prophecy and such.  He came up with 7,487 times that God made a promise to man in the Bible; 991 times in scripture that man made a promise to another, and 290 promises that man made a promise to God.  Satan made only a total of nine promises in the scriptural record.  Can I tell you that you may have made God a lot of promises, but even if you count the ones that you have broken, God has made much more promises to you and He has never broken a promise, ever!  And so they are great in that the promises of God outweigh and outnumber anything that man or Satan could ever give you! 

And so we would do good to dwell on God’s promises to us a while for they are indeed very great and precious promises!  Most are conditional, but if you will keep your end of your bargain, you should know that God’s promises are a sure word of prophecy and He will always keep His end of the deal!  Whatever your situation, if you will look diligently, there is already a promise for you that would meet that need!  There are promises of provision, healing, pardon, peace, joy, for death, for life, for judgment, for love, of hope, for glory, for help, for protection, for promotion, for families, for storms – promises of just about every thing imaginable!  Truly God’s promises are sufficient, if we would simply learn of them and believe!

I press upon you just one more fact that you must grasp before we move on:  All of God’s promises are for you here today!  He is no respecter of persons.  Peter said that God had given all of these very great and precious promises to us to help us overcome our fleshly nature and this world and be transformed by a knowledge of His glory and His power.  And so we must get spiritually possessive when we read of a promise.  Did God promise the Apostle Paul something?  I have the same Spirit and name that Paul had!  Did God promise Abraham something, we as children of faith are children of Abraham and therefore heirs to his promises!  Did Jesus give a promise to His disciples – we are just as much disciples, meaning we are followers of Jesus, as they were.  Did Jesus give David a promise, we are the Tabernacle of David that God has restored in this end times!  Did God give Israel precious promises, then we are a spiritual Israel, the possessors of the realities of Christ!  Every promise of God – all 30,000 or 7,484 depending on how you count – are ours for the taking if we will but act in faith and fulfill them!  God did not preserve His written word so meticulously so that you could read about things that He once did but no longer chooses to bless men and women with – No, every promise is yea and amen and true to those who will embrace them!  And so it is okay to be gluttinous when it comes to the things of God.  I want all – not just some – of what God has for me!  I want to live as to embrace every promise in the Book!    

________________________________________________________________________

We talked this morning about the greatest promise of all, the gift of the Holy Ghost – that is “the promise!”  But tonight, I want to draw out from the Old Testament and bring to the forefront of your mind, three specific promises that we tend to overlook and might not even be aware of that God has made available to us.  Upon hearing me out, I think that you will agree that these three are indeed precious promises from God.  And I think that you will want to embrace them and believe God for them!  Let me talk to you about the three precious promises of God found in our texts.  

We read first of:

The Promise of Laughter

We began in the book of Genesis with the man who received many great and precious promises of God, Abraham.  Most of you know the story, how that God promised Abraham to make his descendants numerous and uncountable and yet the irony of all of this was that Abraham and Sarah were childless and far beyond the years of childbearing.  God showed up personally to tell Abraham the good news that they were going to have a child, and if God shows up personally at your house to tell you something, I don’t think that Abraham’s response would be the first to come to mind as an appropriate response.  The Bible says that when God gave them the good news:

Gen 17:17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" ESV

He didn’t just laugh, he “fell on his face and laughed.”  Have you ever seen someone get so tickled about something that they had tears and snot running down their face and they were on the ground kicking and screaming.  That is what Abraham was doing.  He is on the floor laughing at what God has told him to do, and he is doing this with God in his house!  

God leaves after this chapter.  And then God comes back later at the 18th chapter of Genesis.  This time, Abraham is not laughing at the promises of God.  And so God tells him that “I will come back this time next year and you will have a son.”  And this time we find:

Gen 18:10-15 The LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?" 13 The LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son." 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid. He said, "No, but you did laugh." ESV

This time Sarah also laughed!  And again this is not mirth over a good joke.  This is not ha ha at a stand-up comedian.  This is laughter of doubt.  This is laughter because God has just promised to do something that to the human mind and the normal course of life is undoable.  And God has promised – catch this – to do something with these two people that they themselves think that they are incapable of doing.  God is telling them the impossible will be done and they know their limitations and they know their bodies and they are laughing the laughter of doubt saying, “how can this be?”  God gets a bit angry and says, “why did Sarah laugh?  Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  God was saying, “why are you laughing at me?  Can I not do what I have promised!?”  

Fast forward nine months later.  Guess what?  Abraham and Sarah have a child.  And they name him Isaac – catch this also – just as God had commanded Abraham to do.  God was the one who named the child, not the mother and daddy.  This is the name that God picks out for the boy and so they obey.  And do you know what Isaac means?  Laughter!  

The Bible says:

Gen 21:2-7 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, "God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me." 7 And she said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age." ESV 

God had the last laugh by naming the very promise, “Laughter!”  It is an appropriate name, and yet now the laughter in Abraham and Sarah’s tent is no longer the laughter of scorn, but of happiness and joy because God has done what they had thought impossible.  And now they are holding a promise named laughter!  

A promise called laughter!  Let me preach to you a bit!  If we are children of faith, then we are – the Bible proclaims – children of Abraham.  If we are children of Abraham, then we have the same promises of Abraham available to us!  That means that there is a precious promise of laughter that God wants you to hold and to have!  The promise of laughter is that there is something which when you first heard it proclaimed what God wanted to do in you and through you and for you, you laughed and said, “there’s no way that can happen!”  You looked at your past and your present and you laughed at what God said that He was going to do in your future.  It was not a laughter of happiness and rejoicing but of scorn and disbelief.  Ha, ha, I’ll never be able to do that.  Ha, ha, I’ll never be called to perform that for God’s kingdom.  Ha, ha, I’ll never see that in my own life.  Ha, ha, God could never do that with my life and my personality and my hang-ups.  God spoke to you the great promises that He had for you, and you – like Abraham and like Sarah – you laughed!  

But what a great and precious promise this is, the promise of laughter!  God says, you may have laughed, but I’m going to do it anyway!  You may have laughed when the preacher said that God could forgive you and use you to reach others, and you may have laughed and said, “you don’t know my past,” but God says, I’m going to do it anyway!  There’s some of you who laughed at the thought that God would fill you with the Holy Spirit and you would become one of those “holy rollers” but look at you now – God did it anyway!  Ha ha, I’ll never with my personality have the fire and the passion and the knowledge to win a soul to Christ and pray them through to the Holy Ghost and teach them a Bible Study, but God said, “laugh on, I’m going to do it through you anyway.”  You’re listen to the preaching of a pastor who said as a young man, “ha, ha, I’ll never pastor a church.”  But oh, the promise of laughter!  And you need to know it is a great and precious promise that is very much in effect!  

Think of a promise of God that has been giving that you laughed at and maybe still laugh at.  Ha, God good luck doing that!  Ha, I hope God you are as powerful as you say!  Is there anything too hard for God?  Can God not perform it!?  God wants to take what you laugh at in doubt and disbelief and turn it into a promise named laughter!  Because when you hold it you will be so blown away that God could do what He said that you will laugh again at the promise, but this time not in disbelief but in joy and in happiness and rejoicing because God has allowed you to possess it!  God has done the unthinkable!  

What a precious and great promise today, the promise of laughter!  To take what you laughed first at in disbelief and turn it into a source of exuberant joy!  It’s a promise that is still very much in effect!  It’s a promise that you need today!  The promise of laughter!  God’s going to do it again!  Some of you need at what to your flesh is laughable and believe God for it!  For with God, nothing shall be impossible!

I’ll say this and I’ll move on:  some of the people in this town laughed at me when I said that there would be an Apostolic church thrive here!  Some laughed at me when I took the church at only 24 years of age.  I’ve had people more than one time laugh at me because I refused to change the Apostolic doctrine of old and they laughed at my “old-fashioned thinking!”  But they didn’t realize who I am!  I just a sinner saved by grace, but I’m also a child of Abraham by faith!  And so I have the promise of laughter on my life!  They laughed, but who’s laughing now!?  I hear the laugher not of scorn and disbelief, but of people who have received the Holy Ghost and whose life has been forever changed by this same Apostolic doctrine that they laughed at.  I hear the joy of families healed and hearts mended and souls forgiven!  I hear the rejoicing of the redeemed and of the people of an Apostolic church in Castroville, Texas!  Never forget that you have the promises of Abraham and that includes the promise of laughter!  It is a great and precious and wonderful promise!      

________________________________________________________________________

Let me move on to another great and precious promise, the one found within our second text.  Solomon, had prayed at the dedication of the temple that he had built according to the plans of David, his father.  And after Solomon prayed, God spoke to him and said:

2 Chron 7:13-15 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. ESV

Here is a precious and exceedingly great promise.  Let's call it:

The Promise of Prayers Heard

God says “if my people … pray and seek my face … then I will hear.”  Let’s lose the other elements here for a moment and forget about prayers being answered and all of the rest.  This by itself is a precious promise that we so often take for granted.  God says if you pray and speak to me, I will hear.  

George Bush Jr. is your president, he wanted you to vote for him and he asked you to support him and spent millions of dollar to get elected.  Let’s say that you like him, voted for him, and even handed out pins for him and that you like everything that he is doing.  That’s great – now try to call him up and get him to hear you for five minutes.  Good luck!  

The truth is, he may be “your president” and you may wear a George Bush Jr. T-shirt and fake ears everyday of your life.  But he will not give you the briefest moment or time of day.  Now, if you had something important to tell him, like you know that your neighbor is building a nuclear bomb in his backyard in his spare time – something monumental – then the government will send somebody to come listen to you and they will report back to someone else who will report back to someone else who will report back to someone else who will report what you said to the president.  But even on something with national security implications, you will never get a chance to actually meet the president even if you’ve got something very important to tell him.  We understand that.    

But now consider somebody bigger than the president and more powerful than the biggest world leader.  Consider the Creator of the Universe, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords.  The all-powerful God who sets up kings and tears them down at whim.  And consider that you don’t have to have anything major to tell him; it can be just a minor gripe or a small problem.  It can be just a matter of you not feeling good today and feeling a bit down.  It could be a matter with your family that to anybody else would seem insignificant, but yet you take a moment and direct your attention toward heaven and whisper that need upward.  God says, “I hear that prayer.”  Do you realize how much we take that for granted?  It is a great and precious promise that I have the ear of the Almighty King of Heaven!  God says, “when you pray, I hear!” 

He hears some people’s prayers better than others.  He said, “if my people.”  You’ve got to be one of His people for this promise to apply – it’s conditional.  His people are, God said, “called by my name!”  You’ve got to be called by His name to be one of His people!  You’ve got to humble yourselves and not come accusing but come submissively and in order recognizing that He is God and you are not!  You’ve got to seek His face when you pray – do so in a desire to see which way God is looking in the situation.  Not just for what you want but asking Him to do what His will is.  These are all conditions, here.  You’ve got to come repentant and turn from your wicked ways.  You’ve got to be willing to let God change you so that you live according to His Word.  You’ve got to come asking God to transform you and forgive you.  But here is the great promise:  if we meet these conditions and come to the house of God and pray, then God says, “I will hear from heaven” and not only will He hear from heaven, but He will forgive our sin, and not only that, He will heal our land – meaning that He will begin to work in our situation that we asked Him about!  

Hear this preacher and may your attitude about prayer forever be changed from this revelation!  That He would hear us out and listen to us and give us the time of day in the first place is a great and precious promise.  But that He would care enough to move to perform within His will what we have asked and that He would forgive us and respond to our prayers is almost unthinkable!  And yet He promises to do just that!  No wonder the devil tries to pass prayer off as a boring venture.  No wonder the devil tries to get us to think of it as something that “we have to do.”  Because if we ever grasp what an awesome privilege and promise prayer is, we would turn to it much more often!  We are not praying to some dead god or some idol, but to the God who sustains life everyday in our body and in this world.  This is the God who tells the sun to shine and the moon to rise.  This the One for whom the heavens are His throne and the earth His footstool and who holds the universe in the palm of His hand.  And yet He hears us and responds to us when we meet His simple conditions!  And just meeting His conditions are a blessing and promise in themselves!  It is a blessing to be called by His name and as His own!  It is a blessing to come to His house and seek His face!  It is a blessing to be able to repent and then to think that He listens and even responds to my prayer – what a precious and very great promise that is!  Great and precious promises!        

_______________________________________________________________________

And so we come to our third text and here we find yet another great and precious promise.  This time it's hidden amongst the wild and eventful prophecies of Joel.  Joel did not prophesy in a time where everything had been great in Israel.  Joel, rather, prophesied in a time where Israel had backslidden and been doing things all wrong.  They had for the most part been disobedient to God’s Word.  They had not paid their tithes and offerings and vows to God.  They had not rested the land as God had told them to do.  They had worshipped idols and bowed themselves to other gods beside the one, true God of Israel.  They had committed horrible sins and in such were about to reap the judgment of God and had been reaping the growing wrath of God for years.  God had sent raiders to come and destroy at times various cities and families.  God had caused the rain to become intermittent and not as full as it was.  But all of this could not compare to the destruction brought about by the locusts and other insects that God sent to swarm on their fields and to destroy their crops.  How many of you know that the years spent away from God’s blessings and provision are not good years but things die and suffering comes and pain is the result of living away from God’s Word?  

But in the midst of this doom and gloom, God uses Joel to call the people to a place of repentance.  He thunders through the voice of His prophet:

Joel 2:12-14 "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments." Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? ESV 

Return to God’s mercy and graciousness and appeal to it for forgiveness!  And see what God will do!  He goes on to call the people to weep between the door and the altar and to fast and to get things right with God.  And then God makes an amazing statement – an awesome promise – in the verse that we read as our last text.  God says:

Joel 2:25 I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you. ESV

Notice what a great and precious promise this is!  We would expect a merciful God to respond to true repentance by causing the pestilences to stop.  We would expect for God to respond to the people’s turning of their hearts back to Him by ceasing the wrath and no longer pouring out the judgment upon Him.  We would expect Him to send His hand to stop up future attack from armies and to keep the locusts from devouring the crops in the future, but this is a promise much more than just that!  God says, “I will not only stop the judgment, but if you will turn back to me, I will restore to you the years that the swarming locusts ate up!”  He is not going to cause time to reverse, but in a way He is because what He is saying is “when you repent to me I will not only stop the judgment now and in the future that you would have reaped, but I will restore to you what sin and judgment took from you in the past.”  This is a great and precious promise and one that we need so desperately to embrace and claim tonight, this is: 

The Promise of Lost Years Restored 

I’m preaching to many of you who feel as if there were wasted years of your life.  And spiritually speaking, they were.  Years that you could have been serving God and learning of the things of God that are gone to you never to return.  Some of you came to God later in life and such feelings are natural and normal, but there are some young people here who live with regrets in much the same way.  Sin has a way of stealing from us precious things and we come to God with many regrets, and the main one is that of the old song, “the only thing that I would have done different is make my decision just a little bit sooner.”  The memory and realization of lost years is a tough pill to swallow.  

But to you there is a great and precious promise tonight!  “If you will turn to me, God says.”  “If you will repent and seek me with all of your heart!”  If you will cry out to me for help!”  “I’ll not only stop the decay of sin in your life right now, but I will restore to you the years that sin destroyed!”  “I’ll bless you in such a way now that they far exceed what was lost in the years of darkness and wrath!”  God has an exceeding and precious promise for you today:  the promise of lost years restored!

Is anything to hard for God?  I think not!  He can restore and bless you to make up for the lost years and it is not my idea but His own!  Can He not do what He has promised?  Is He not willing to do what He has promised?  Isn’t He no respecter of persons?  If He made this promise to Israel, will He not fulfill it to someone today who grabs a hold of it and says, “that promise is right for me!?”  

Somebody lay hold of this precious promise, tonight!  Somebody say, “my past may be screaming out that I am indebted to it in a way that will invariably nullify any greatness or goodness in my future” say to that past, “hush, past, I’ve a great and precious promise from God that He would restore what was lost in the years of the past!”  And face your future with faith not fear!  

Somebody say, “I may have wasted many a year in my life when I could have been sowing good things and yet sowed bad things and it seems that I am reaping them greatly now.”  That may be true, but grab a hold of this promise right now!  God is able to bless you so greatly now that you have turned and are sowing good things that the harvest of good things equals or outweighs what you would have reaped had you spend those years sowing righteousness!  God did not call you from evil to have a stunted life!  He gives the laborers who were there at first and the laborers who worked only the last hour before quitting time, the same wage!  Those who were raised in church and overcome this world receive the same heritage and payment as those who wasted some years and yet heard the cry of God and overcame the world!  Such is God’s mercy!  Such is His love!  And you need to claim it, tonight!  Claim the promise of lost years restored!  It is for you tonight!  It is truly a precious and very exceedingly great promise!  

_______________________________________________________________________  

Three precious promises from God’s Word and He will perform what He has spoken!  I know not every little detail of what you face and what you battle, but regardless, God’s promises speak to you, tonight.  And you need to be reminded of these three obscure promises of God’s Word.  The promise of laughter – to turn around what you laughed at as unthinkable and impossible and turn such doubting into laughters of rejoicing as you hold it after God has done it – is available to you!  God wants to give someone an Isaac all over again!  

The promise of prayers heard and even prayers answered is very much still in effect:

2 Chron 7:14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. ESV    

What a great promise – you ought to memorize it!  It’s for you today!  

And finally the promise of lost years restored is still very much in vogue in heaven even if many people may not know about it!  Somebody grab hold of it today!  It’s for you!  God’s going to do it, if you will turn to Him with all of your heart!  Living for God always pays out in the end!  Whatever sacrifice you have to give, it will always turn out to be worth it in living for Jesus!  Somebody claim that promise today!  Three very great and precious promises from God – they are here for the taking!  

